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Motion for Stourport-on-Severn Town Council 
1st September 2026

Motion proposed by Councillor Tim Schmeising-Barnes, seconded by Councillor Ingrid Schmeising-Barnes

Ecological assessment and Local Nature Reserve consideration for Burlish Meadows (Burlish Country Park)
This Council notes that:

1. Burlish Meadows (Burlish Country Park) is approximately 40 hectares of council-owned public open space on the northern edge of Stourport-on-Severn, adjoining Burlish Top Local Nature Reserve, and is safeguarded in the adopted Wyre Forest District Local Plan 2016–2036 as Strategic Green Infrastructure under Policy SP.28.

1. Since Wyre Forest District Council (WFDC) took possession of the former golf course in 2018, the site has undergone substantial habitat restoration, including more than 17 hectares of acid grassland and heathland restoration or creation delivered through the Natural Networks programme with Worcestershire Wildlife Trust, alongside conservation grazing, pond creation and woodland planting.

1. WFDC has confirmed (information request response, 3 August 2026) that it holds no current habitat or ecological management plan for the site, no comprehensive ecological assessment later than the 2019 baseline survey, and no documents that have considered the site for Local Nature Reserve designation.

1. Worcestershire Wildlife Trust has indicated that Local Nature Reserve designation would be the ideal long-term protection for the site, giving it a status comparable to the adjoining Burlish Top.

1. The Worcestershire Local Nature Recovery Strategy and Local Habitat Map (2026) identify areas of Burlish Meadows as land that could become of particular importance for biodiversity, and map potential nature-recovery measures across the site, including acid grassland and lowland heathland (PM30) and habitat connectivity (PM42).

This Council resolves to request that Wyre Forest District Council:

1. commission a comprehensive, contemporary ecological assessment of the whole of Burlish Meadows (Burlish Country Park) to establish the present extent, composition and condition of the restored habitats; and

1. formally consider designating the site as a Local Nature Reserve (under the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949), in consultation with Natural England and Worcestershire Wildlife Trust, in light of that assessment.

This Council further resolves that, following assessment, the boundary of the site to be designated a Local Nature Reserve be defined to be in accordance with the Local Plan review.

This Council further resolves that the Clerk write to WFDC conveying this resolution. This motion concerns the future recognition and protection of Burlish Meadows and does not seek to determine or reopen the separate statutory processes concerning the proposed disposal.
